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quoted in the first chapter of this book. But many
people have a pathetic belief in the Spaniard's hatred of
foreign intervention. If General Franco once controls
the whole of Spain a small German or Italian force
could dominate the country for the next ten years, aad
make a peasant or working class rising as unlikely and
as hopeless of success as a similar movement for inde-
pendence in Austria. Yet it is on such a feeble argument
that we have handed ourselves, and also France, into
the power of the fascist states.
In this summer of 1938 the issue in the field remains
uncertain. Although the Italian and German air forces
still dominate the situation, and the former are per-
mitted to blockade the eastern coast, the Government
troops continue fighting with a courage which enables
them, not only to hold trenches against an overwhelming
preponderance of artillery, tanks and aeroplanes, but
also to counter-attack with efficiency, and some success.
The Germans, with no wish to finish off the war too
soon, are taking a minor part, and even prevented a
possible Government collapse in April, by allowing
munitions in small quantities to go from Hamburg to
Barcelona. Italy, on the other hand, has to take a
larger and larger share in the supply of arms, and
airmen, in order to retain some portion of her influence.
Once more Mussolini's ambitions, and the poor
quality of his soldiery have placed him in a difficult
position. Once more it seems that if he is extricated
it will be by his friends in England. Into this sordid
mass of intrigues, carried on behind General Franco,
there comes one small gleam on humour. The Burgos
correspondent of The Times assures us that ' despite
Mr. Chamberlain's great personal popularity in National-
ist Spain, his policy of friendship with the Deladier

